





Rembrandt. The Return of the Prodigal Son. c. 1668.
Hermitage Museum.

mercy because it is something we hear about at every
Mass. Celebrating the Year of Mercy is a great reminder
to renew our understanding of this gift and thank our
heavenly Father for his extravagant love.

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son we see this extrav-
agant love illuminated by the mouth of Wisdom Himself.
Often we think of ourselves as the younger son, following
our own desires and rejecting the father. Or perhaps you
identify more with the older son who, though he never
left the father, never understood his paternal love and
looked at him as more Master than Father. As we focus
on our own struggle in following God’s will, we might
fail to see the Father’s mercy and love as he looks past
the personal injury to himself and instead envelopes us
with open arms! How long he keeps watch for us, wait-
ing for us to return to him! How much his heart aches
to pour himself into our empty hearts! Our Lord teaches
us that mercy is about compassion that brings back into
communion those who have lost their way, welcoming
them home.

Sin blinds us to the need we have for the mercy of
our heavenly Father. In many ways, trafficking is an
image of what our soul looks like enslaved to sin. For
the women caught up in trafficking, there may not be
chains that bind them to their traffickers or the lifestyle.
Psychological manipulation often conditions them to
think this is all that they deserve or that their trafficker
really loves them. Is this not like our invisible chains to
sin and addictions to our selfish desires that prevent us
from seeking God'’s love? Perhaps there are many times

we don't believe we can overcome our sins because we
do not believe in the power of God’s grace and mercy.
Yet in God’s great mercy he gently knocks at the door
of our hearts hoping we will allow the Divine Healer to
begin his work. Slowly, patiently, he begins to help us
see through the Sacraments and the life of grace how he
desires something greater for us, his children.

If we are still on this earth, it is because we are still
a “work in progress.” As St. Paul says, “Not that I have
already obtained this or have already reached the goal;
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus
has made me his own” (Phil 3:12). We are Christ’s and
he strengthens us through our relationship of prayer and
participation in the Sacraments, deepening our love for
our Father. With the clients of Children of the Immaculate
Heart, we have the privilege to serve them as they jour-
ney towards recovery and finding true fulfillment that
only the love of our Father, who reconciles us in Christ,
can give. Each day I battle my own sins that chain me
to my past, but just as survivors of trafficking choose to
work towards a new life for themselves so I, too, choose
each day to follow Jesus Christ in the hope of eternal life.

EMILY THOMAS is a volunteer and long-time
supporter of Children of the Immaculate Heart. She
received her B.A. in theology from Benedictine Col-
lege in Kansas and teaches third grade at St. Joseph's
Academy in San Marcos, California.

The Indisputable Link
Between Pornography and
Sexual Exploitation

By Matt Fradd

“Pornography is a brilliant social marketing cam-
paign for commercial sexual exploitation.” Those are
the words of Laura Lederer, former Senior Advisor on
Trafficking in Persons for the U.S. State Department. I
couldn’t agree more.

You see, the reason pornography is evil is not sim-
ply because it can be addictive, or because much of the
porn out there today is violent, or because young people
are often exposed to it. It is evil because, to quote Kar-
ol Wojtyla (later Pope John Paul II), “the human person
is a good towards which the only proper and adequate
attitude is love.” Pornography celebrates, endorses, and
is itself documented evidence of an inadequate and im-
proper attitude towards the human person, namely us-
ing him or her as an object.

When we consume pornography we are not interest-




ed in the person in front of us; we are objectifying them,
their fears, their hopes, their past, their relationship with
their family. In fact, we are positively uninterested in
these things. If we allowed them to emerge, to bother us,
they would get in the way of our lusts. In other words,
we have entered the dangerous territory of refusing to
see that this sex object is not an object at all, but a person
with dignity, value and his or her own story.

So when we talk about the relationship between
pornography and sex trafficking, this much ought to be
clear: in order for a man to buy and sell another person,
some part of him must first believe that this individual is
not a person deserving of reverence, but a thing, a com-
modity, a conduit for pleasure. This is not only a crime
against those who are sold against their will; it is con-
trary to our own dignity to treat another person in this
way.

As Catherine MacKinnon of Harvard Law says,
“consuming pornography is an experience of bought
sex” and thus it creates a hunger to continue to purchase
and objectify, and act out what is seen. For some, this
means objectifying their wife, girlfriend, or acquaintanc-
es. For others, this means turning to the world of com-
mercial sex.

It is a slippery slope. You do not know who the per-
son is on the other side of a pornographic film: a sex traf-
ficking victim, a young girl who has been ensnared due
to empty promises, a person whose poverty has forced
them to desperate measures. If you have justified view-
ing pornography, it is a lot closer step than you might
think to participating in commercial sex.

The thing about pornography is, it will never satisfy
you. So many men and women progress from soft porn
to hard-core porn to engaging real-life prostitutes, who
may in fact be enslaved. The next time you wonder if
pornography is “really that bad,” think about the people
involved. Sex trafficking takes place world-wide, includ-
ing throughout the United States. Pornography viewers
are not innocent bystanders. Let your empathy for your

MATT FRADD is a Catholic apologist and speaker
who dedicates much of his time to helping people
recover from addictions to pornography. You can visit
his website at www.mattfradd.com. He was an early
supporter of Children of the Immaculate Heart and is
also a former apologist for Catholic Answers.

Save the Dates!

St. Gregory the Great Parish
is hosting a
PRESENTATION ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING
on
August 9, 2016,
7:00-8:30 PM,
at
11451 Blue Cypress Drive
San Diego, CA 92131

SPEAKERS:

SUMMER STEPHAN
San Diego County Chief Deputy District Attorney and
Chair of the Human Trafficking Advisory Council

GRACE WILLIAMS
President, Children of the Immaculate Heart

ROB MOSCATO
Chaplain, Kearny Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility

Please join us to learn about the issue from experts and
to discuss ways that you can help. Q&A from the audi-
ence will follow the presentation. Refreshments will be
served.

All are welcome. The presentation is appropriate for
adults and teens. The event is free but your RSVP is
appreciated to Patricia.Ramirez@sdcda.org or 619-531-
3639.

CIH ESTATE SALE
August 6 & 7, 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM, at
6430 Cibola Road
San Diego, CA 92120-2126

Please come visit us for all of your home furnishing,
appliance and clothing needs!

CIH CONTACT INFORMATION

©) www.childrenoftheimmaculateheart.org
El www.facebook.com/childrenoftheimmaculate
i childrenoftheimmaculateheart@gmail.com

PO Box 13954
San Diego, CA 92170
(619) 431-5537
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