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 What changes between Lent and Easter? Our suffer-
ing either becomes bitterness or our suffering becomes a 
love both crucified and risen. Consider the two thieves 
next to Christ crucified: same suffering – two attitudes. 
“Today you will be with me in paradise.” And this real-
ity is not only spiritual, but also physical. Because Jesus 
has a resurrected body, we know that the Father has set 
the pattern through Him for the resurrection of our own 
bodies on the last day.
 This means that at the General Judgment, when 
Christ comes again, that former slave’s body will be re-
turned to her, by Jesus, and it will be as pure as the day 
she was born. She will live in it forever, with streams of 
light pouring out of it. On the new earth, where every 
tear will be wiped away, she will be safe in that body. 
God promised the same triumph to His little ones as He 
did to His Innocent Son. The Resurrection showed all of 
earth that Satan doesn’t have the last word; love has the 
last word.

 Did you catch that part? I carried His cross, and He 
carried mine. She wrote that about when she was “just a 
kid,” as another line from her poem goes. Now, if anyone 
would have a reason to say God is not good, or God is 
not powerful, it would be this little girl. But she didn’t. 
She believes in the Cross and the Resurrection and she 
keeps going in life. 
 For me, she became living proof that only the Cross 
of Jesus Christ could bring hope and meaning to a girl 
subjected to unspeakable sexual tortures. She saw that 
God the Father had not abandoned Jesus, nor had He 
abandoned her. They both suffered unjustly, but she had 
not suffered more than Jesus, because Jesus had suffered 
every drop of it in her. She taught me, in one line of her 
poem, what I had failed to see eight years earlier: that 
nothing, absolutely nothing, is outside the purview of 
the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
 The crucifixion of Jesus Christ was the triumph of 
mercy—the triumph of God’s love over man’s cruelty. 
The resurrection is the triumph of justice. The world had 
its judgment on Jesus: Good Friday. The Father also gave 
His judgment of Jesus for the world to see: The Resurrec-
tion. And as Jesus was not, the Father is not going to let 
his sons and daughters be trampled down forever, as we 
hear in the ancient Greek Paschal Troparion:

Christ is risen from the dead,
Trampling down death by death,
And upon those in the tombs—Bestowing life!

But I am a survivor
I found myself in Jesus

I carried His cross, and He carried mine
I am a survivor

 
I was down, but not out

I fell but got up
They beat me but I didn’t quit

I am a survivor
 

I am a worshipper
I am strong

I am determined to reach the top
I am brave to go through all that

I am a survivor
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 “Katie” is a typical fifteen-year-old girl who en-
joys the latest fashion fads, texting and talking with her 
friends, and going to the movies. Like many teens search-
ing for acceptance while overcoming insecurities, Katie 
often sees herself grappling with issues such as peer 
pressure, loyalty, conflict with parents, and the longing 
for a boyfriend. She fits the image of the stereotypical 
teen struggling toward self-discovery while innocently 
endeavoring to understand God’s plan for her life.
 Katie also started at a new high school and was des-
perate to fit in. She soon met a boy three years her senior 
who gave her the attention she craved. He began barrag-
ing her with gifts, taking her to parties, pressuring her to 
drink and introducing her to “different” types of people.  
Thus began the seduction. The boy lured and then even-
tually forced Katie into relationships with other men for 
money under the threat of force. In a state of progressive 
fear, Katie found herself trapped in a lifestyle that can 
only be described as forced prostitution or slavery by a 
“pimp.” Katie had become the latest victim of the grow-
ing U.S. slave trade, or human trafficking.
 The above narrative is an actual account of a young 
lady whose story was presented on video to a crowd of 
approximately 150 at Our Mother of Confidence Parish 
on May 11th. The gathering was for a Human Trafficking 
Public Forum, moderated by the Diocese of San Diego 
Office for Social Ministry. 
 Panelists included Chief Deputy District Attorney 
Summer Stephan, who spoke on collaborating with com-
munity service providers in order to better serve victims 
of crime, Presiding Juvenile Judge Carolyn Caietti, who 
discussed the responsibility of the court to provide re-
sources to trafficking victims, Department of Probation 
Supervisor Tyra Myles, who elaborated on the work be-
ing done at Girls Rehabilitation Facility in Kearny Mesa, 
Public Defender MaryAnn Kotler, who shared her ex-
perience providing legal defense for trafficked victims, 
Marisa Ugarte, from the Bilateral Safety Corridor Coali-
tion who expanded on the pervasiveness of the problem 
throughout San Diego County and Grace Williams, who 
represented the work being done by Children of the Im-
maculate Heart. 
 Attendees were able to engage in a question-and-an-
swer period with the panelists and gather socially after 
the event to listen, learn, discuss solutions and get in-
volved. The overall goal of the evening to spread aware-
ness on the issue was a success. Many thanks to our pan-
elists and the Diocese for making this event possible!

Panel discussion at the Human Trafficking Public Forum 
held May 11, 2015 at Our Mother of Confidence Parish 

Children of the Immaculate Heart President 
Grace Williams addresses the audience 
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